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Letter of support for Nikolaus Zen Prusinski 
 

I have known Nik since September 2015, when he started volunteering at the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) Manfred Olson Planetarium, where I have been the Director 

since 2007. He has been an important member of our team for two years. 

 
Nik impressed me from the beginning. As the Director of the UWM Planetarium, I have worked 

with over 70 university students and interns: I would place Nik, a high school student taking 

university courses, in the top 3 (4%) of all the undergraduate students I have worked with in 

terms of both his initiative and his creativity to solving problems. He is an exceptional young 

man: responsible, takes initiative, a fast learner, and he follows through with precision. He has 

significantly contributed to the UWM Planetarium by his leadership. 

 
He is so trustworthy that I appointed him as the lead of our stargazing group, which consists of 

undergraduate students. He consistently takes care of all aspects of our stargazing including 

making flyers, scheduling staff, and pondering possible improvements. Nik’s volunteering has 

been a significant reason why we can continue to offer stargazing free to the public. 

 
Nik has shown great initiative to repair telescopes that have been malfunctioning for years: he 

figured out what the problems were, how to fix them, and what parts are needed. He follows 

through with everything he is assigned or that he offers to do. 

 
Nik has the marvelous combination of being a hard worker and clever, so he cheerfully takes on 

responsibilities. When our team had to figure out how to operate a specific obscure register, he 

read the manual and figured out the important aspects of its operation and shared it with the 

group in an easy-to-follow summary. 

 
He beautifully manages many projects: he has exemplary time management skills. He wrote a 

proposal that became the basis for our letter of intent to a Foundation to seek funding for new 

hardware and software that would significantly improve the outdoor stargazing we offer our 

community. I give Nik the strongest recommendation for the Barry Goldwater Scholarship. 

 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Jean Creighton, Director of Manfred Olson Planetarium 


